But God Knoweth The Way That I Take (Job 23:1-12) 
Proposition: Here in our text, God gives us an illustration through the 

life of Job of how every child of God can be delivered from the loneliest 

times of life. 

I. Realize the Struggle in Job (Vs. 1-7) 

A. A Struggle of Recourse (Vs. 3-4) 

B. A Struggle of Reasoning (Vs. 5-7) 

II. Remember the Seeking by Job (Vs. 8-9) 

A. The Seeming Absence of God 

B. The Sure Anxiety of Man 

III. Rely on the Sovereign above Job (Vs. 10) 

A. A Perceptive Sovereign (Vs. 10a) 

B. A Proving Sovereign (Vs. 10b) 

C. A Perfecting Sovereign (Vs. 10c) 

IV. Reclaim the Security within Job (Vs. 11-12) 

A. The Security of a Righteous Way (Vs. 11) 

B. The Security of a Revealed Word (Vs. 12) 
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1) ...the question is, how do I get out of it? What is the antidote for 
loneliness in the midst of suffering? Here in our text, God gives 
us an illustration through the life of Job of how every child of 

9V ' God can be delivered from the loneliest times of life. 

2) Clark - Nothing less than the fullest conviction of his own 
-vj. innocence could have led Job to express himself thus to the 

Judge of quick and deadi ., ;or. u* .- d^v i . ■ - t 

3) ...do the same things. God this shouldn't be happening to me. 
God are you aware of what's going on? An inner struggle with 
the why and if you'll read the book of Job, he never understands 
why. The trial just passes. 
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4) Isaiah 45:15 Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of 
J Israel, the Saviour ... , - . ■ ,. ....,.>>.« 

5) ...He's looking in all the wrong places. God does reveal himself 
to us when we look in the right place. Hebrews 1:1-2 God, who 
at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets. Hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son... the revelation of God: The Lord Jesus Christ I 


1) ...but it seemed as though God had disappeared. Now 

remember what we are doing here. I am showing you in the life 
of Job that you aren't the only one to say, "I don't deserve this 
and why is this happening?" You are not the only one to look 
and search for God and not find Him." 
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2) ...it is being tested! He is not trying to consume you but to 
conform you to the image of His dear son. 1 Peter 1:7 That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
I perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
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1) ...of our lives. Warren Wiersbe said "When God puts His own 
people into the furnace, He keeps His eye on the clock and His 
hand on the thermostat. He knows how long and how much. We 
may question why He does it to begin with, or why He doesn't 
turn down the heat or even turn it off; but our questions are 
only evidences of unbelief... Gold does not fear the fire. The 
furnace can only make the gold purer and brighter. 1 Peter 
4:12-13 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy, 

2) Psalms 25:21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I 
wait on thee. Psalms 26:1 Judge me, LORD; for I have walked 
in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I 
shall not slide. Proverbs 20:7 The just man walketh in his integr 

3) ....integrity. Stay close to God. Keep a clean account! 

4) Jeremiah 15:16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and 
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart... 
Psalms 119:103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

5) ...it sustains the spiritual life and strengthens us for the actions 
of life; it is that which we cannot subsist without, and which 
nothing else can make up the want of: and we ought therefore 
so to esteem it, to take pains for it, hunger after it, feed upon it 
with delight, and nourish our souls with it; and this will be our 
rejoicing in the day of evil, as it was Job's here. 


